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E.O. 11652: N.A. 

TAGS: CGEN, PFOR, MX, US. 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SAN DIEGO MEETING ON ILLEGAL ALIEN 
PROBLEMS BEING ARRANGED BY MAYOR PETE WILSON. 

REF: MEXICO 1742 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF THE MESSAGE SENT TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER BY MAYOR OF SAN DIEGO, PETE WILSON: 

QUOTE: MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, I REQUEST 
YOUR ASSISTANCE TO BRING ABOUT A MEETING OF APPROPRIATE 
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SENIOR FEDERAL OFFICIALS TO EXPLORE SOLUTIONS TO THE PROB- 
LEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE GROWING ILLEGAL INFLUX OF MEXICAN 
NATIONALS INTO THIS COUNTRY. 

MY MOST IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS THE HEIGHTENED 
AND INTOLERABLE INCIDENCE OF CRIME ALONG THE INTERNATIONAL 
BORDER. IN RECENT MONTHS, WE HAVE WITNESSED BOTH MEXICAN 
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AND AMERICAN RESIDENTS-AS WELL AS ALIENS THEMSELVES- 
BECOME THE VICTIMS OF A GROWING INCIDENCE OF ROBBERY, 
ASSAULTS AND MURDERS AT AND AROUND THE BORDER. 

BECAUSE FEDERAL AGENCIES HAVE LACKED THE MAN- 
POWER AND OTHER RESOURCES TO POLICE THE BORDER, OUR CITY 
POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN TO DO SO IN AN EFFORT TO 
REDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF ALIEN-RELATED CRIME IN THE AREA. 

BUT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT RESOURCES WHICH WE CAN 
DIVERT TO THIS ACTIVITY CANNOT ADEQUATELY DEAL WITH WHAT IS 
A FAR LARGER AND NOT A LOCAL PROBLEM. BECAUSE THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR BORDER PATROL AND IMMIGRATION IS A MATTER OF 
FEDERAL JURISDICTION, WE TURN TO YOU FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
SOLVING WHAT HAS BECOME A VERY SERIOUS SITUATION THREATEN- 
ING THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF OUR CITIZENS. 

I REQUEST THAT YOU SECURE THE ATTENDANCE AND 
COOPERATION OF APPROPRIATE SENIOR FEDERAL OFFICIALS FROM 
THE DEPARTMENTS OF JUSTICE AND STATE AT A MEETING IN SAN 
DIEGO ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18 AT 9 A.M. IN ROOM 2000 OF THE 
CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 202 C STREET WITH HONORABLE 
LIONEL VAN DEERLIN, OUR LOCAL CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE, 
LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. 

THE IMMEDIATE CRIME PROBLEM OCCASIONING MY CON- 
CERN IS, OF COURSE, ONLY PART OF THE MUCH LARGER PROBLEM 
OF THE CONTINUED FLOW OF ILLEGAL ALIENS INTO THE U.S. FROM 
THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. I WOULD RESPECTFULLY OFFER THESE 
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TWO OBSERVATIONS: 

FIRST, WITHOUT THE ACTIVE COOPERATION OF MEXICAN 
OFFICIALS ON THE MEXICAN SIDE OF THE BORDER TO RESTRAIN 
ILLEGAL ENTRY BY MEXICAN NATIONALS, EVEN A GREATLY AUG- 
MENTED FEDERAL EFFORT ON OUR SIDE OF THE BORDER WILL 
LIKELY BE UNSUCCESSFUL. 

SECOND, IT IS THE OBVIOUS DISPARITY OF ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS ON THE TWO SIDE OF THE BORDER THAT CONTINUES TO 
PROMPT THE MASSIVE FLOW OF MEXICAN NATIONALS INTO THE 
U.S. ILLEGALLY, NOT JUST AT SAN YSIDRO BUT ALL ALONG THE 
U.S./MEXICAN BORDER. THE RESULTING WHOLESALE IMMIGRA- 
TION FROM THE INTERIOR OF MEXICO NORTH TO THE BORDER 
SEVERELY IMPACTS NOT JUST MY COMMUNITY AND OTHER U.S. 
BORDER CITIES. BUT ALSO OUR SISTER MEXICAN BORDER COMMUNI- 
TIES WHICH IS, TO SAY THE LEAST GRAVELY CHALLENGING. 

ALTHOUGH THIS ECONOMIC DISPARITY IS OF SUCH 
CHALLENGING DIMENSIONS THAT IT CANNOT BE QUICKLY OR 
EASILY ELIMINATED, I SUGGEST THAT THE SELF-INTEREST OF THE 
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UNITED STATES (AND, AGAIN, NOT JUST BORDER COMMUNITIES BUT 
CITIES AS FAR AWAY AS CHICAGO AND DETROIT) WOULD BE SERVED 
WERE WE TO CONSCIOUSLY AND EXPLICITY ADDRESS HOW SOME 
SHARPLY FOCUSED U.S. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE MIGHT HELP THE 

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT PRODUCE A BETTERMENT OF THE ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS IN THE INTERIOR OF MEXICO SO AS TO REDUCE THE 
IMPETUS FOR IMMIGRATION NORTH TO AND ACROSS THE U.S./ 

MEXICAN BORDER. 

SUCH ASSISTANCE COULD BE EXPLICITY CONDITIONED 
UPON SPECIFIC COOPERATION BY THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO 
RESTRAIN ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

AND IN FACT, STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT LOPEZ POR- 
TILLO MAKE CLEAR THE PROPER AND UNDERSTANDABLE CONCERN 
OF HIS GOVERNMENT THAT THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO NOT LOSE 
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SOME OF ITS MOST AMBITIOUS, TALENTED AND ENERGETIC CITIZENS 
WHO MAY ATTEMPT ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THE UNITED STATES IN 
SEARCH OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES NOT AVAILABLE TO THEM IN 
THE MEXICAN INTERIOR. 

ACCORDINGLY, I RESPECTFULLY URGE YOUR CONSIDERA- 
TION OF THIS LAST SUGGESTION AND SOLICIT THE INFLUENCE OF 
YOUR OFFICE IN INVITING THE ATTENDANCE OF APPROPRIATE 
MEXICAN FEDERAL OFFICIALS TO THE MEETING IN 

SAN DIEGO IN FEBRUARY 1 8 TO EXPLORE 

AND ACHIEVE THE U.S./MEXICAN COOPERATION SO CLEARLY 

NEEDED TO RESOLVE THIS MUTUAL PROBLEM. 

I WOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THIS COMMUNITY HAS EN- 
JOYED THE MOST CORDIAL RELATIONSHIP BOTH WITH OUR LONGTIME 
GOOD NEIGHBOR, THE CITY OF TIJUANA, AND WITH A SUCCESSION 
OF MEXICAN STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS. I WAS RECENTLY 
PRIVILEGED TO ATTEND AS A PART OF THE U.S. DELEGATION 
THE INAUGURATION CEREMONIES HONORING PRESIDENT JOSE LOPEZ 
PORTILLO. SAN DIEGO HAS HAD AND WILL HAVE INCREASINGLY 
FREQUENT AND MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS CONTACT NOT ONLY WITH 
TIJUANA AND MEXICALI BUT WITH MEXICO CITY. IF IS THE 
DESIRE OF THIS COMMUNITY TO CONTINUE TO EXPAND THE BENEFITS 
OF COMMERCE, TOURISM AND EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
WITH OUR VALUED MEXICAN FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS. 

BUT THE PROBLEM HERE AT SAN DIEGO, NOTWITH- 
STANDING OUR LOCAL WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN A SOLU- 
TION HAS REACHED THE POINT OF ABSOLUTELY REQUIRING THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF BOTH THE U.S. AND THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. 
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THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO STANDS READY TO EXTEND OUR 
COOPERATION IN WHATEVER MEASURE MAY BE NECESSARY TO ELIMI- 
NATE THE PROBLEM AND ACHIEVE THE RICH POTENTIAL OF THE GOOD 
RELATIONS THAT WE SO EARNESTLY DESIRE WITH OUR MEXICAN 
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NEIGHBORS. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE. 

SINCERELY, 

PETE WILSON, MAYOR'S OFFICE CITY OF SAN 
DIEGO CA FON 236-6730 
13:33 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM END QUOTE. 

2. THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMED MAYOR WILSON (FEB 9) THAT 

HIS LETTER HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
IN THE DEPT. OF STATE AND JUSTICE AND THAT HE WOULD BE 
HEARING FROM THESE AGENCIES CONCERNING THE MEETING BEING 
PLANNED. 

3. DEPT. AND INS ARE PRESENTLY EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF 
HAVING OFFICIALS ATTEND SAN DIEGO MEETING. 

HARTMAN 
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